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( A Century Farm) 

Duncan MacAlpine 

The Ma c Al pine family emi g rated t o Canada from Ar gy l e s h ire, Scot l and . Th ey 
first settled a t New Glasgow. Little is kn own of the firs t family, except that t he re 
were Alexande r and a sister Rebecca along with other brothers and sis ter s . 

For many years t he name has been spelled "Mc Alpine" , but info r mation 
o b t ained fro m older papers leaves no doubt that the p ro per s p~lling was "MacAlpine" 
i n Scotland. 

Alexande r moved to Yar mouth Heights , possibly a t the time o f his mar riag e. 
Later, i n 1 840, he and his wife Christina moved to the fa r m at Iona, wh ich was known 
a s the N.W . Part of Lot 5 , and t of Part Lot 6, N.T.R . E . in Southwold Township. wi th 
their two s mal l sons Danie l and Duncan . Dunc.a n a t t h is time was o n ly three weeks old. 
There were three g i rls a nd four more boys born to t h em on this farm. 

Al e xande r died Au gust 28 , 1857 at the e a r ly age of 43, leaving his wife 
with nin e children, t he eldest at this t ime was twenty. He became h e ir t o his 
f athe r's farm. 

Thre e years later i n 1 860, John, t he fourth chi l d died at the a g e of 16, 
and in 1 8 63, Henriet ta, t he third child died a t the age of 21. 



In 1 865 , Daniel, who by t hi s t i me had married Jane Camp bell of Lobo, so ld 
t h e f arm of 1 00 acres to h is b r other Dunc an for $ 80 0 . 00 . Ch ristina co n ti nue d to live 
on the f arm until her death, ootober 11, 1894 , a t t h e age of 82. 

In 1 874 Dunc an ma r r ied catherin e Graham , a lso of Lobo, and they r a ised six 
ch ildren on ·t he same farm. In 1 87 7 Dunc an purchased 21 acres of l and fro m Thomas 
Pearce, k nown a s part of Part Lot 4, N. T. R . E . for t he sum of $5 50. 00, so a s to have 
a r ight of wa y. in which t o reach the ro a d known a s t he Southwold- Dunwioh t ownline . 

Dunc an was well known i n t h e co mmunity f irst a s a school t e a c her a nd l a ter 
a s a farme r. He taught both at s . s . 4 5 , Dunwich, an d s . s . Dunwi c h. He was fo r a 
term, presi dent and d ire c t or of t h e West El g i n and Southwold and Dunwich Ag r icultural 
Societies. He served at th e council bo a rd o f Southwol d , and wa s ap poin ted a mag istra te 
by t h e Libera l government . He wa s a life-long member of t he Covented Ba ptist Ch u r ch 
at Wall a c e to wn . He too k a k een inter est i n hi s chur c h. At t h e time of his death 
he was both cl e rk a nd de a con of the church. 

Dun c an a nd Catheri ne were buried in Fairview Cemetu ry, Dut ton . 

Other chil dren i n Al exande r and Ch r istina 's f amily were Mary, who marr ied 
William Mc Landress o f Dunwi ca . They lived i n Iona, Dunwich , a nd l a te r in Dut ton. 

Alexander, Jr., mar ri ed Nancy Sinc l air . He wa s a railway employee a nd lived 
i n st .Thomas. Alexan der died i n 1899 . His wido w remar ri ed a Robert Bowie of Buffalo. 

Nan cy was married to Matthew Silcox . They lived in Southwol d Twnsp . on t h e 
ro ad now kno wn as numb er 3 Hi g hway. 

Elizabeth , better known as Betsy , married Donald McTag gart and lived in st. 
Tho mas. 

Peter, who was a s chool teacher was mar r ied twice. Hi s first wife was Mary 
Ca mpbel l. She died i n 1 876 . He later married Cora Brooks. Peter first lived in 
Kalama zoo, Mich i gan , but later mo ve d t o Los Ange les, California. 

In 1 914 wh en Dunc an 's son Donal d (Dan) took o ve r t he f arm , a fter h is marriag e 
t o Jane Anne Smith of Ek ford, he purchased another 40 a c res known as par t of part Lot 4 
from Samuel Pearce, Thomas Pearce' s son . The f a r m was now 1 61 acres. 

Later a gain in 1 951, after .t h e dea t h of t h eir f ather, Dun can and John ( J ack ) 
purchased t h e balance of the Pearce proper t y (39 acres) t o bri ng t he farm to its 
present aize. ( 200 acres). 

Jack married Margaret Pyatt and still live s on the original farm wi t h their 
t h ree chi ldren, who a re the fifth generatio n . Dunc an ma rrie d the for mer Cathe ri n e 
La rson . They live on another farm, bu t c ont i nue to work the MacAlpine Fa r m with Jac k 
a nd Mar ga r e t. 

I nformat ion has been o btained from t h e old f amily bi ble and a f ami ly tree 
compil e i by so meon e i n the Ma cAlpine family i n 1 924. It is believed this was Sa mue l 
D. Campbell and his family. It has now been brought u p t o date and written by Mr s . 
Jack ( Margaret) MacAlpi n e, January, 1967. 

Wedding of Miss Etta 
McAlpine a nd Mr. Sam Campbel l 

Mr . and Mrs. (Elder) 
William Pollard are second r ow 
f rom ri ght front a t end of row. 

William McLandress is 
i mme diately behind Mr s . Pollard. 

Mr . Malcolm Graham is s e cond 
in back row on l eft, and John 
Mc Phai l is fourth. 

(Pictur e s courtesy of the Pollards) 
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Front Row - Left to ri gh t 
Thir d f ro m le f t is Mr s. Johnnie ( McCallum) Campbell, Du tto n , (under t aker) , the 
14th is I sabel ( Essie) Carswell, 16 th (l a st) Magg ie Campbell , Wa l lac etown. 

Se cond Row 
1-Mr s . Jo hn Mc Phai l, 2-Mrs. J ohn McTag gart (Ch ristina Campbell ), 3- Mrs . Ji m 
Small and baby , 5-Jo hnni e Campbell (unde rtaker) , t hen the flower - g irls, Mr . and 
Mrs . Duncan~ Elde r and Mr s . Willi am Poll ard . 

( f.ICAl pite) 
Third Row 

Bac k Row 

Ur s . Dougal Blue , Mrs . Bell Graham , Mrs. Malcol m Gr aham , John Mc Phail, Jim 
Small, Dr . John McC o ll, Sam Campbell, Henrietta McAlpine (t he b r ide), Kat e 
McAlpine, Wi llie Graham, Mrs . McLandress, Daniel McAlpine, Mrs . J ohn T . Kerr, 
Tena McAl p ine, a younge r brother of the bride next to Tena, Dougal McAl pine, 
l a st two i n line , Mal colm Gr aham ' s mothe r and Wi lli am McLandress. 

1-John Gr aham , 2- Ma lcol m Gr aham , t wo unname d , 5-Jo hn T. Ke rr, 1 3- Dougal Blue , 
1 5- Ji m McL andres s, 17-Willie Grah am. 



LINDLEY K. UcCALLUM - ELIZABETH PRESTON 4CCALLU~ 

1867-1945 1866-1964 

Mr . Lindley McCallum and Miss Elizabeth Preston were neighbors. Their marriage 
took place in 1896. Mr. McCallum, of pioneer ancestry, was born on the farm which is~n the 
north corner of Shackelton Street and the Iona Road in Dunwich. Mrs. McCallum was reared 
on the far m now owned by Joseph Carroll, a short distance north in Southwold . There were 
two other brothers in Mr. Mc Callum's family, J.c. and Ardah . Ardah did not marry. Mrs . 
McCallum's early home is now on the north side of the McDanald- Cartier Hi ghway, (Provincial 
Hi g hway Number 4 01). She had one sister, Mar garet Preston, who became Mrs. Black . The 
Prestons l a ter moved to Iona Station, o p posite the Co lin Kerr ho me on t h e north corner of 
the street running west o :ff the Ion a Ro a d. Becoming a widow, Mrs. McCallum so 1 d their 
far m home one mile north of Iona, Lot No . 3 , Dunwich, and moved to the Kerr home 
mentioned a bove. The building of this home is remembered for it's exceptio n all y fine 
construction, so meticulously supervised by Mr . Kerr personally so long a go. It is 
there she lived in co mfort with her daughter Gladys (Mrs. Donald McCallum) u nt il her 
death at t h e age of 98 in 1964. Those who had known her were proud to see her make a 
not a ble a p pearance on CKL fl shortly before her death. Her eig ht dau ghters shared faith-
fully in ensuring her companions h ip and comfort in her declining years. 

The grounds surrounding the home where Mr. McCallum was born have undergone 
much chang e in the past decades. About sixty years or more a go, a very high tower is 
remembered on the opposit e side of the Iona Road, north corner of the Gore Road. It 
was said to have been erected on the highest elevation in El g in. Daring boys and so me 
girls climbed it. Some of these mad e the ascent by keeping their gaze always u pward 
and experienced much terror in the descent. Only g rim determination and fear of the 
scolding awaiting them if their parents became aware of the escapade, generated t h e 
courage required to climb down. 

The sisters in this family remember with amusement when their one and only 
brother , Just nicely talking and walking, found his aunt Joining his mother and her 
helper, Mrs. iesley Lumley f r om Iona, fashioning baby clothes for an anticipated arrival. 
He glowed with approval that his aunt (Mrs. Preston) was"making such nice ni ghties for 
Aunt Muggsy's little boy ." 

There were eight girls in addition to the one boy in this fa mily. All are 
alive and appear t o be enjoying the good life. 

Catherine, (Kate) , born 1 897, who married Mr. w. Jay Lumley in 1919, spent the years 
between the co mp l etion of her schooling at s.s. No . 5, Dunwich, and her 
marriag e in giv i ng welcome assistance t o her mother at home. She and her 
husband purchased a home in Dutton recently, leav in g the family farm in the 
hands of one of their two sons. Mr s . Lumley was a long faithful worker in 
t h e Iona Women's Institute and in the Iona Metho dist (United Church ) whic h 
her husband ' s family had supported from its inception. Most, if not all, of 
his father's and mot h er's i mmediate relative s we re also active members . 

Gl a dys, (1899), became Mrs. Donald McCallum inl927 and was widowed with one daughter in 
1 9 31. She has been a valued employ e e of the R. M. Anderson Company in st. 
Thoma s for twenty-seven years. Staying with her aged mother, she commuted 
each working day for many yea rs. She l'ros tuade h er ho me in s t.Thomas since 
her mothe r ' s death . 

Verna, (19 0 2 ) , graduated fro m the Amasa Wood Hoppital and after receiving her Registe red 
Nurse degree, was employed there. For some time she has lived in Cleveland, 
Ohio. She was first at Women's Hos p ital, as the Supervisor of their operating 
r o om. For her later years in that city, she has been an industrial nure e . 
She is the only member of the family who chose to remain unmarried. 

Meta, (19 0 3), is Mrs. Tyrrell F . Begg of Middlemarch. Before her marriage, s h e was 
employed as a saleslady at Ramsey's and at R . U. Anderson's . She has been an 
active member of the Wo men's Institute since her marriag e. 

Stewart, (19 0 5), married Addie Clay of Wall a cetown and has lived in Ta lbotville and 
Shedden. 



lola, (1906), (Mrs. Vernon Young ), is a trained nurse. ~widow, she contri butes 
much as a volunteer worker where her abilities are valued by those who 
benefit by her attention. She is seen often at Valley View and Elgin Manor 
r esidences for senior citizens, as well as the General Hospital and the 
Memorial Convalsecent Hospital in St . Thomas . She is a l so an active membe r 
of the Women 's Institute. 

Jean, (1908), a school teacher, is the wife of the Reverent Edwin Hancock . 

Daurine, (1910), is a Reg i s tered Nursing Assistant. 

Hazel, (1912), Mrs. J . R . Eng land of St r atford, was trained ae a business wo man. As a 
chang e of pace , she has returned to her profession. 

6 6 

Mrs. McCallum attended Moulton Ladies' College in Toronto before her marriage. 
Mr. McCallum graduated from the Westervelt Business School in London which training he 
found helpful as Tax Collector , in Dunwich . He was also on the Council for a year , 
giving up that position because of the time it require d away fro m his growing family. 

Curator 196 2-1968. 

Back Row: Verna, Cathe r ine, Glady s , Hazel 

Dauri n e, Stewurt, Jean and Iola 
Front Row: Jean, I o l a , Meta an d Daurine. 
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Lot 1 , wa s owned and occupied by a colourful family. The father i s remembered 
as " Bi g Jake" t.c intyre who had seven children. A r hyme by which the family made them
selves known is rec a lle d a s: 

Dad and Mam, 
Jo hn and Sam, 
Dune and Dan, 
Mal co 1m, ., i 1 1 , 
Christy and Betty Ann. 

A former neighbour believes there were thr e e g irls. 

Mr. Mc intyre's property stretched along t h e east side of the Iona Road f rom 
Iona to what b ecame Iona Station . His will divided his p ro pe rty as e qually as possible 
among his children . 

Mr. DUNCAN MciNTYRE, lot 1 , was a well known thresher. His steam engi ne , 
pulled by ho rses , was a common sight f ro m summer to late fall trying to rea ch t h e farmers 
eager to hav e their harvest in t he barns . The poor beasts were forced to strain to t h eir 
utmost capab i l ity t o ge t t h e h eavy eng ine up t he many steep hills. Mr. Duncan married 
Addie Cl ay . They are not rememb ered as having chi l d ren. 

Mu ch h as been written of the hired men and volunteer neighbours who came to 
he l p with these threshings. Meals had to be ready to suit the pro g ress of the threshers 
who barely spared t ime to eat. The quality and quantity of these delicious meals would 
seem unbelievable to modern home makers. The spirit of helpful~nero s ity in donatio n s of 
food a n d labour on these and many other occassions is practically los~ today. 

Curator 

.MR. J AMES VOGAN 

Mr. James Vogan who occupied the house on lot 1 , Iona Road , b efore the George 
Pyatts, came from Cowal . He was a protege o f the Wi llsons from that locality. Three 
children were born to them- Robert, a boy who called himself Barcas and a g irl. 

The adjacent farm on t h e north was the pro p erty of "Big Jake" Mcintyre, as was 
this one ti me . His son Malcol m "Mic" inherited this twe nty acres as h is sha re of his 
fath e r's pro perty . He, it was, who moved t he house from Iona to this l ocation. 

Cur a tor 
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Mr. J ohn Pearce an d Mr. Richard Williams from England in 1817, e a c h 
purcha s e d 7 5 acres fro m Mr. Thoma s Lu mley i n 1838 at t h e co rne r o f Iona Roa d an d 
t h e l Ot h Conces s ion. Mr. Pearce's so n Thoma s married Ye r i n da Wi lli ams, Mr. William's 
dau ghter, and had arrang e d t o buy her f a th er' s adjoining 7 5 acres. In 187 9 he was 
able t o buy an additional 10 0 a cre s from Colo n el Burwell. The fir s t home they occupied 
was of frame , abo u t fo u rteen fe e t by ei gh t een in dime nsion, whic h h ad been built in 
1 8 31 or 1832 . The first barn wa s b i gger - a bo u t twe nty-six feet by fifty-t wo feet, 
built about 1833, han d framed and set on larg e stones as a f ounda tion . 

The ir far m on Lot .B8 C, Conc essions 9 and 1 0 Dunwioh wa s fir s t n a med " The 
Grove ", bu t it was found that this name had been re g istered earl i er by Colonel 
Co ckshut t of Brantford, when Mr. Williams had tr i ed to register a shorthorn in 1922. 
Th e name was changed to "Grovelea". 

Mr s. Art hur Wil son 
( Ali c e Pearc e ) 

L 

I N MEMORY 

o f 

J OHN LUMLEY 

who died 

Ma y 1 2 , 1 8 4 2 • 
Ag e d 76 years. 

ANN 

His Wife, 

Di ed Aug . 29 , 1837. 
Aged 71 yea rs. 

On the brow of a hill , a mil e and 
a half south of Iona, on the farm no w o wned 
by Thomas Pearce, are about fifty g raves. 
Many of these have n ever been marke d by 
marble, and are now but namel e ss mounds, 
never a g ain to cl a im the memorial care of 
relatives or friends. The few mound s that 
were marked by headstones sometimes serve 
as the Mecca of relatives far removed by 
time and space from the places hallowe d 
by the early struggles of their a ncestors. 

Here , side by side, under the stately maples that overlook the scenes of their mature 
years, lie the remains of John an d Ann Lumley. Prostrate above t h eir g r a ves, like a 
shield to save their memories from oblivion, hea ved over by time and fractur e d b y 
frost, are the several pieces of a larg e slab that bears the inscription abov e . 

From Dr. c .c. Lumley's book "Records of the Lumleys." 
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Mr. Pearce sold his holdings with its large brick home to the United Church. 

It is now the main building of the Pearce-Williams Christi a n Centre. The hills which 
sweep downwards to the Talbot Creek (better known as the Bi g Creek), and the beautiful 
forests make it an attr active centre for the purpose it was acquired. · 

Pond s and wells were dug to water stock. and a bat h room was ad ded to t h e 
house.in 1896, a telephone in 1905 and electricity in 1905. A drive barn and 
implemen t building were added in 19 00 and a hog barnm 1902 . 

The present barn, forty-four by sixty-six feet was cement walled, a stable 
was built in 1905 . 

Originally the farm has 150 acres, 100 acres were acquired from Colonel 
Burwell in 1879 and sold to Donald McAlpine in 1914. The lan d sold to t he United 
Church was 165 acres - in 1959. 

An orchard had been planted in 1890 and a bare corner of the woods was 
planted to spruce in 1914. The crop o f wheat, oats, corn and beans were commonly 
cultivated. Livestock had been successfully produced. The outstanding yields pe r 
acre were: wheat 55 bushels, oats 81 bushels, c orn 110 bushesls and beans 4lbush e l s . 
(Anyon e questionin g t he above yields should know that Mr. Pearce would never 
exagg erate inten tion ally). 

Taxes paid were as follows: 1 916 - $127.16 to 1925 - $164.05 on 150 acres. 
1950 - $190.96 to 1968 - $384.44 on 165 acres. 

ANCESTRY 

Richard Wi lli ams born 1779 near Manchester, Eng land, married Mary Rice 
(born 178 3) in 179 8 . They came to New York i n 1 816 where Mr. Williams kept store for 
a year, bu t the shrewd business men in New York werenot pleasing to him an d he 
determined to try farming. 

By boat they arrived in Buffalo, thence to Long Point and the family 
arrived travel worn and weary by oxcart in 1817 to settle on Lot 8, Southwo ld (Watson's 
Corners ). 

By patience and industry they prospered and soon surrounded themselves with 
the comfo rts they had been accustomed to in England. The respect and friendship 
of new n eighbo rs added to their aatisfaction in this new land. 

Richard died in 1856, his wife in 1874 . To them were born nine children
William, Maria, Thomas, George, Elizabeth, Marinda, Lavina, Samuel and John. Maria 
and Elizabeth had died in England. Samuel and John were born i n Southwol d . 

Samuel married Harriet Waters and th e re were thre e children - Marinda, 
Diadama (wife of Moses Lumley ) and Mari a who married Dr. McClay. Marinda marri e d 
Thomas Pearce who purchased the farm on which they later made their home, fro m Thomas 
Lumley, who had settled on the homestead owned by .his father John Lumley . 

Thomas Pearce and his wife had fo u r children: Alice (Mr s . Arthur Wilson) , 
Ann a (Mrs. John Orchard ) , William who married Sarah Northcote and samuel whose wife 
was the for mer Minnie McKi llo p. Another boy was brought up by Mr . a nd Mrs. Pearce 
and looked on as their own , Cecil Sloan, who was born on this farm, t h e son of Mr. 
William Sloan of Iona. 

All are deceased, but Samuel and William who brought his wife Sarah to the 
Pearce home, but later moved to his present home in Exeter. 

Wi lliam leaving , Samuel who had been living in the re d brick bungalow near 
t h e south west Burwell' s Corners, moved back to his birthplace. 

In l a r ge part from info rmat ion o b t a ined f r om Mr. Samuel Pearce and fr om Dr. c.c. 
Lumley's book "Records o f the Lumleys". Curator 1962-1968. 
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THO MAS PE.ARCE - M.AR I NDA WILLI r..MS 

John Pea rce - M- Fr ances Patte rso n 
I 

I il lia m Pe a rce - .:1- .Iiss r.:o r ehous e 
I 

Thomas Pea r ce - u- Ma rinda Willi a ms 
I 

Al i ce Pear ce -~- Art hur ~i ll s on 
Anna Pea rc e - K- Jo hn Or char d 
Wi l li am Pe a r c e - M- Sa r a h Northcote 
Sa mue l Pearce - M- I.Iinn ie t~c K illop 

Marin da Williams Pe a r c e Ha r riet Wat er s lilli ams 

Richa rd Willi ams - M- Mary Ri ce Truman Wa ters - M-
1 77 9- 1 856 17 83-1 874 

I 
1 

Cha rles Wells Wa ters - M- Di adama Ha r ren 
Nine Childven f r om th i s u nion . Th irte en Chi ldren 

I I 
Sa muel 1dill i ams - 11- Harriet Wate rs Samu el Will i a ms - M- Har ri et Wa ters 

17 77- 185 6 17 8 2- 1874 
t hree c h ildren 

I 
Thoma s Pearc e - M- Ma rinda Willi ams 

Th i s is Jr s • .Art hu r Wil l son ' s Story o f the Far m where s h e was born, a nd o f 
t h e e a rly pionee rs who lived on t h is fa r m. ~ e a r e i ndeb t ed to Mr s . Zilpha Pearce, 
(Mrs . Wil lso n ' s dau ght er ) who c o p i ed a paper her mother had prepared for th e ro na 
Women ' s I nsti t u te in earlier ye a r s . Th i s farm i s now t h e Pe arc e-Wi lliams Christi an 
Ce ntre . (Ed ited by Cu r a tor}. 

Lesl i e Pat te rso n wit h h is fa mi ly l e ft Fermanagh , Ir e l and, settling near 
Bal t i more, U. S. A. So me of his f amily died t here with yellow fever. Following t heir 
doctor 's ad vice, t h ey left t ha t pa r t of the co unt r y an d sett l e d perman ent l y, as t hey 
t hou ght, i n Pennsy l va n i a where Fr ances Patterson and John Pe a rce were mar ri e d. 

70 

However, di scovering that a clea r t i t l e to the l and they we r e buy ing de pended 
on their willingness to swe a r alleg i ance to th e Stars an d St ripes , t h ey dec ided to move 
on, so thirteen peo ple set ou t fo r Ontario . 

In 1 809 , Mr . Patterson , his wife and two children; J ohn Pea rce, his wife and 
three c hi l dren; Mrs . Mary Sto rey and he r three children began the ir journey. The tri p 
wa s ma de by bo a t a long th e La ke Erie shore, t h eir c a ttle dr iven t h ro u gh the wi l derness . 
Arrivi ng at Port Ta l bot in 1 809 , they we r e met by Co l onel Talbot, who carri ed t h e 
y oungest of the Pe a r c e f amily u p t h e hill. Th is wa s Willi am, my g r a ndfather. 

The fami lies were g iven l and a few mil es west of Try connel in "Little Irel a nd". 
They had br ou ght t heir l ooms and spinning wheels with them. 

Duri ng t he Wa r of 1 81 2-1 814, t he ir ho me s were plun dered. Those men who had 
burned Tal bot ' s mill, emptied t he fe a t h e r s fro m the ticking covers, seized the clo thing 
fro m thei r backs a nd made the men prisoners . 

About thi s same ti me part o f Lot C on what is now th e rona Ro ad , north-west 
corner of the l Oth Concession of Dunwich Townshi p, h ad b een al lo tted to a pe r son who 
sold it to Jo hn Luml ey, lately arrived fro m No va Scotia. Hi s son, Thomas, later 
s ettled there wit h his wife Christina Willey Luml ey , who m he h a d married i n 1808 . He 
sol d t h is farm to Samuel Williams a t a later da te. Thomas moved to the l Oth Concession 
not far away . 

Ri chard Williams, fat he r of Samuel Williams, wa s bo rn Decemb er 8, 1779 at 
Manchester, England . In 179 8 he married Ma r y Rice who was born i n 1783 . At thi s t i me 
he was a silk manufac turer and had a family o f seven children. He hea rd such glowing 
accounts of the new lan d of America tha t he decide d to try his fortune in the new wo r ld. 



'· 

THOMAS PEAR CE - MARINDA WILLI AMS 71 

He to ok passage for New York and was six or se¥en weeks on the water. When he arrived 
he started in the same business of silk manufacture. He established a silk store, but 
soon foun d that he was not succeeding there, so he decided to start f or Upp er Canada. 
While t h ey we r e settl ed in New Yo rk, my g r andfathe r Samu el Williams w&s born, Se ptember 
20, 1817. 

The journey wa s made by boat and ox te am and finally following the tr a il 
throu gh the wilderness, landed at Watson's Corners. Here he obtained lan d from Colonel 
Talbot where he r esided the r est of his life a n d died in 1856, aged seventy nine years. 
He wa s bu ried in Fingal Cemete r y. His wife di~d in 1874 in her ninety second year. 
She too was buried in Fingal. 

Samuel Williams remained on his father's farm and on him fell the major por
tion of the work to be done on the homestead. 

When the war broke out in 1837, t he Williams boys, as would be expected, were 
called upon to take a prominent part. Samuel joined Colonel Ermating er•s troop and he 
took part in the battles west. He joined the St.Thoma s Cavalry Troop, January second, 
1 838 . When they arr ived near Amher~urg they me t a messenger who told them to s hove on 
as the enemy was expected to ' land anytime from the American side. They had several days 
of fi ghting and lost several men. Th ese men were buried at Amherstbur g with military 
honors on Monday, March 5, 1 838. The troops returned to St.Thomas in June. 

He t h en bou ght the farm one and a half mi les south of Iona in Dunwich, Lot C 
Concession 9, from Thomas Lumley, which was afterwa rds known as the model far m. 

I n 1814, Trueman Waters who was of English ancestry, came witn his wife and 
family to the Talbot settlement. His son Charles Wells Waters married Diadama Warren. 
They were the parents of thirteen children. Thei r daug hter Harriet, born in 1 820, 
was mar rie d to Samue l Williams, April 26, 1841, and went to live on the far m south of 
Iona. They had a fa mi ly of three dau gh ters: Marinda, who married Thomas Pearce of 
Wall a cetown; Diada ma, marrie d Moses Lumley of Iona; u aria married Doctor Arc h McLay of 
Southwold St ati o n. 

Randall Williams, with his m fe Rachel, came to Dunwi ch and set tled on the 
edg e of the forest o n the l Oth Concessio n , west o f what is now t h e Un ited Chu rch 
Christian Centre. He was a r elative of my g r andfat her. Their car pet loo m took up 
mu c h of the s pace in this home . The ir dau ghter Hannah mar r ied Joseph Canfield of 
Iona. After t he d eath o f his mfe, Randall mar ri e d a woman of Iri sh descent whose 
first na me was Bar bar a . Th eir dau ghter Ma ry died as a yo ung wo man . Randal l 
Willi ams l a st yea rs were spent in Io na with his daught er and his son-in-l aw , Mr. and 
Mr s • J o s e ph Can f i e 1 d • 

On J anua ry 1 9 , 1 865 , Ma ri nda Williams wa s mar ri ed to Tho ma s Pe a rce and went 
to live at Tryco n n el for three y ears and then s he and he r husband bou ght t he f arm 
whe r e she was born . They r e t urn ed there to live the r e mai nde r of t h ei r days. Mr. 
and Mr s . Williams co ntinue d to live the r e until 1 8 8 1 when t hey moved to 1 00 Hi ncks 
Stre et, St. Thoma s. Mrs. Williams died in 1889 and i s buried in the s t . Thomas Ceme tery 
wit h h e r husband. 

Tho mas and Mari nda P e arce had fou r c h ildre n: Alice who mar r i e d Art hur 
Wi 1 1 son, Anna who married John Orchard, Samuel married Minn ie Mc Kill op and Willi am 
marrie d Sa ra No rt hcottJ al l named a fter o u r g r andparen ts. 

~h il e we l were still living in t he old hou s e, mothe r started a Sunday School 
in our ho me . This continued until t h e house was to o full to hold t hem and then she 
go t permissio n from t h e school trustees at Watson's Corners School to ho l d Sunday 
School the r e. We ha d tak en music le s sons o n t h e melodian and later had an or gan. 
When Sunday Schoo l was a t the house 1 played the organ, but was too short to pump, 
so father stood and pumped wh ile I played. When we went to the school we carried the 
melodian with u s every Sun day . Mother conti nued t h e Sunday School as long as she lived. 

There wa s anot her hous e at the e dge of the woods on the l Ot h Concession f or 
the hired man to live. We us ed to g o out pas t Hattons' and about four o f th e Hattons 
would join us. Then on to Breeas where f our more were ready to come with us, then o n 
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to school a t s . s . No . 14, Dunwich , which now has two schools at other location s. 

Father had one hundred fifty acres in t h e one block and twenty five acres 
ac r oss t h e creek andt h r ough Ur . Breen ' s fiel d . He had this for pasture, also sevent y 
nine ac res on the Southwold side . There wa s a ba r n and about four fiel ds which were 
worked, the rest wa s woo ds. Th is woods was at t h e back end of the Old Fort. The 
Fort was two circular mo unds of earth high enough to hide behind . There was an 
entranc e to t h e outside, one at t he head of the fort a nd to the inside one a little 
further down, so that no one co u ld harm anyone in the enclosure. Between the mounds 
was a stream. 

Every year while I was at the Disciple College in st.Thomas, Father had a 
su garing-off party for the tea c he rs and s cholars and friends, (about forty or fifty 
people ) in t he sugar bush . Mot he r knew how to prepare a l unch for peopl e filled up 
with wax. 
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The house wa s bui lt in 1 89 1 or 1 892 . We had a busy summer , as all the men 
were there for t heir me als . It wa s well wort h the work for all the good times we had . 

One o f th e t hings she used to do was to di p cand les. I r ea d in h er diary 
that she dipped four hundred sixteen c andles that day . Another day s he said, " I 
brought my spinning wheel out and started to spi n ." 

Mother died in March , 1906, a nd was buried in the st.Tho mas Ce metery. Father 
died in 1 91 2 , and he too was buried in t he st . Thomas Cemet ery . 

house. 
1 i ve . 

Sam bought the farm of Mr. Bar ber on Front St re e t, opposite t he Sutherland 
Here he built a new house to which he brought hi s b ride, Minnie Mc Killop, to 

The house an d barns are set back fron t he r oad one qua rter of a mile. 

When Will i a m moved to Hensall, Samuel moved to the old home agai n. 

The re used to be an appl e orchard half way u p the l ane . one o f the apples 
we thoug ht was the best was t h e Bl ack Spitzenbu r g . In the orcha rd back of th e house 
were t h e She epnose and another , t h e Seek - no - fart her , varieties. 

Father and mother had everything u p-to - date in their day . There wa s a 
brick s mo k e - house for smoki ng the meat . They burned corncobs for fuel. There wa s 
also a co nt r apt ion for mak i ng lye to make soft soap and also an outside veg et ab le 
cel l a r which had t h r ee doors to open and shut as o ne went i n . 

Samuel r a ised Durham cattle and he had some beauties. He took many p ri z es 
at the fall fairs . 

My father always had Bible r ead i ng and p ray er every morning before b reakfast. 
Everyone was to be t he re, h ir ed men a s well, befo re g r ace at t h e t able . 

The last few years when we we r e all home on Sundays we went to Sunday School 
at Iona at te n o'clock, church at e leven , home and had dinner, went down to Watson 's 
Co r ners to Sunday School, ho me fo r suppe r, and usually to Iona to church aga i n that 
evening . 

Samuel is still owner of the f arm. 

I have t aken notes f ro m the Tal bo t Regime , the Lumleys, Dr . Lumley ' s writing s 
and fro m the Histo ry of St . Peter ' s church, Tr y c onnel . Th anks to them. 

(Si g ned), 
Mrs. Alice Pearce Wil lso n . 

_ r . art hu r ~ ill son wi th h i s 
l- i f e rs . Alice Pearce 
,/ill son. 
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